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‘STRAWS FROM CUMBERLAND MARKET’i

A Brief History of Cumberland Market

It is not near Piccadilly: it is a place of carts and the sky. Cabs and trains know
nothing of it, and on the map you will find it very small, though it is more
important than Piccadilly; it is in the real world...

...there is a horse-trough in the centre, cutting one of the two lines of black posts
marking the road off from the great stretch of cobble-stones on either side; and
one clean house with a pediment freshly painted, from which the pigeons fly. And
there is the British Queen at one corner looking crossways at the King's Head at
the other, and opposite the British Queen the Jolly Farmers...

The carts are always there: the hay-stacked carts with the empty shafts, standing
like exiled ricks in a vast, strange yard; and the big two- or four-horsed drays
loaded with coal sacks, meal sacks, beer casks; half asleep, pulling up
mechanically at the horse-trough and the Jolly Farmers...ii

Charlotte Mew was describing a part of London that finally disappeared over fifty years
ago, having been in steady decline since the early years of the twentieth century.

Cumberland Market clearly represented the “real world” to Robert Bevan and his fellow
Neo-Realists Harold Gilman and Charles Ginner. It was there, in the months before the
First World War, that Bevan took a studio and formed what was to be a short-lived
successor to the Camden Town Group.

Cumberland Market - early twentieth century
Messrs. J. & A. Crew occupied the left hand of the two tall buildings


